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LOW-INCOME FAMILIES AND UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS 
IN THE UNITED STATES: 1963 

(Based on March 1964 survey. Comparable s t a t i s t i c s  for  a l l  families and unrelated individuals 
Reports, Series P-60, No. 43) 

Survey. Data on consumer income collected by the 
Bureauofthe Census cover money income only, pr ior  
t o  deduction f o r  taxes. The f a c t  t h a t  many farm 
families receive par t  of t h e i r  income i n  the  form 
of rent - f ree  housing and goods produced and con- 
sumed on the  farm ra ther  than i n  money should be 
taken i n t o  consideration i n  comparing the  income 
of farm and nonfarm residents.  

It should a l so  be noted t h a t  although the  in-  
come s t a t i s t i c s  r e fe r  t o  r ece ip t s  during 1963, the 
cha rac t e r i s t i c s  of t he  person, such a s  age, labor 
force s ta tus ,  etc.,  and the  compositionof families 
r e f e r  t o  March 1964. The income of t he  family 
does not include amounts received by persons who 
were members of the  family during a l l  O r  pa r t  of 
the calendar year 1963 i f  these persons no longer 
resided with the family a t  the  timeof enumeration. 
On the  other hand, family income includes amounts 
reported by r e l a t ed  persons who did not  res ide  
with the family during 1963 but who were members 
of the  family a t  the time of enumeration. 

Since the  estimates i n  t h i s  repor t  a r e  based 
on a sample, they are  subject  t o  sampling varia-  
b i l i t y ,  Par t icular  care should be exercised i n  
the  in terpre ta t ion  of f igures  based On re l a t ive ly  
small numbers of cases a s  well a s  small d i f fer -  
ences between figures.  Moreover, a s  i n  a l l  f i e l d  
surveys of income, the f igures  a re  subject  %u er-  
r o r s  of response and nonreporting. 

LOW-INCOME FAMILIES 

Although the proportion 01' low-income fami- 
l i e s  declined from 31 percent t o  19 percent be- 
tween 1947 and 1963, ce r t a in  groups i n  the  popu- 
l a t i o n  did not f a r e  a s  well a s  the  overall  group. 
The nonwhite family, the  family with a female head, 
and the family with an e lder ly  head each consti-  
tu ted  a grea ter  proportion of a l l  low-income fami- 
l i e s  i n  1963 than i n  1947 ( t a b l e  1). 

While the  r e l a t i v e  number of nonwhite families 
remained a t  around 10 percent over the  17 years, 
the  r e l a t ive  number of low-income nonwhite families 
increased from 18 t o  23 percent; O r ,  s t a t ed  i n  
another way, i n  1947 about one i n  f i v e  low-income 

1 

appear in  Current Population 

Approximately 19 percent of the  47.4 mill ion 
families i n  the  United States--about one out of 
every f ive  families--had incomes under $3,000 i n  
1963. The median income f o r  a l l  fami l ies  i n  1963 
was $6,200. Forty-four percent of t he  11 mill ion 
unrelated individuals had t o t a l  money incomes of 
l e s s  than $1,500 i n  1963, whereas 28 percent had 
an income of l e s s  than $1,000. The median income 
fo r  a l l  unrelated individuals was $1,800. 

Among those types of fami l ies  with the  high- 
e s t  incidence of low income i n  1963 (families with 
incomes under $3,000) were the  nonwhite family, 
the family t h a t  had a head 65 years of age or old- 
e r , t h e f a m i l y  headed by a female, the farm family, 
the  family with no earner, and the family with a 
head who had completed l e s s  than a grade school 
education. Nearly half  of the  low-income families 
l ived i n  the  South; half  of them had a head who 
was not  i n  the  labor force. Among those with em- 
ployed heads nearly two-thirds were e i ther  semi- 
sk i l l ed  workers, service workers, or  farmers or 
farm laborers . 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n o f t h e  8.8 mi l l ion  low-income 
famil ies  i n  1963 i s  s w a r i z e d  i n  t ab le  A. Incomes 
reported by such fami l ies  were not concentrated 
jus t  below $3,000; i n  f a c t ,  one-fif th of the  
low-income famil ies  reported receiving l e s s  than 
$1,000. 

Table A.--LOW-INCOME FAMILIES BY TOTAL MONEY INCOME 
I N  1963, FOR THE UNITED STATES 

(Families as of March 1964) 

k 

Total money income 

Number..........................thousands.. 

Percent................................ 

Under $1,000 ............................... 
$1,000 t o  $1,499 ........................... 
$1,500 t o  $1,999 ........................... 
$2,000 t o  $2,499 ........................... 
$2,500 t o  $2,999 ........................... 

Families 

100.0 

20.3 
17.2 
19.6 
22.8 
20.1 

These a r e  some of the highlights from the in-  
quiry on consumer income i n  1963 madeinMarch 1964 
i n  connection with the  Bureau's Current Population 



families was nonwhite, whereas in 1963 close to 
one in four low-income families was nonwhite. I 

Sixteen percent of all low-income families in 
1947 had a female head. By 1963, 26 percent of the 
low-income families were headed by a woman. This 
increase becomes more significant when measured 

I 
against the total number of families with a female 
head, which remained constant at 10 percent from 
1947 to 1963. 

Since 1947, there has been a slight increase 
in the proportion of all families whose heads are 

I 65 years of age or over--from 12 percent in 1947 
1 to 14 percent in 1963. At the same time, there 

has been an increase in the proportion of low- 
income families with an aged head--from 21 percent 
to 35 percent. 

Farm-nonfarm residence.--There were 3.1 mil- 
lion farm families in the United States in 1963. 
Two-fifths of these had total money incomes under 
$3,000. This was 15 percent of the total number 
of low-income families, although farm families 
constituted only 6.5 percent of all families in 
the United States. The lower income of farm fami- 
lies does not necessarily indicate less economic 
well-being in the same proportion, because, in 
addition to money income, many farm families have 
income "in kind," such as the value of farm prod- 
ucts consumed at home and the use of farm dwell- 
ings, which is excluded from measurements of money 
income. Furthermore, the cost of living is gener- 
ally higher inurban areas, requiring higher income 
to maintain a similar level of living. In view of 
this it may be proper to reduce the dollar level 
which is used to differentiate low-income farm 
families from other farm families. Thirty-seven 
percent of all farm families received less than 
$2,500 money income and 28 percent received less 
than $2,000. 

Regional location.--A Southernfamily's chance 
of being a low-income family was about double 
that of a family living in any other region 
of the country. More than 25 percent of all 
Southern families had incomes under $3,000 in 
1963. In contrast, 12 percent of all families in 
the Northeast had incomes below $3,000, with fig- 
ures for the North Central Region and the West 
being slightly higher--16 percent and 14 percent, 
respectively. 

greater chance of being included in the low- 
income group than did a white family. More than 
40 percent of all nonwhite families had incomes 
less than 83,000in1963, and agmany as 25 percent 
received less than $2,000. Comparable figures for 

white families were 16 percent under $3,000 and 
9 percent under $2,000. 

A nonwhite family l&ving in the South was 
more likely to be a lok-income family than was a 
nonwhite family living in any other region. Fifty- 
eight percent of thoge living in the South had an 
income below $3,000; compared with only 20 percent 
of those living in the West. 

The proportion of low-income families for 
both the white and nonwhite population varied by 
residence as well as by region. Nonwhite families 
living on farms were most likely to have -a low 
income--79 percent receiving less than $3,000 in 
1963. Only 40 percent of all white farm families 
and 41 percent of nonwhite nonfasm families were 
in this low-income category. 

.Table B.--MW-INCOMB FAMILIES WITH SPECIFIED AMCXJWS OF INCCMg 
IN 1963, AS PgRCENT OF W FAMILIES, BY CCMlR OF HEAD, RESI- 
DENCZ, AND FZGION, FOR THE UNITED STATgS 

Residence and 
region, by color Under Under Under Under Under 

of head $1,000 $1,500 $2,000 $2,500 $3,000 

......... Total.. 3.8 7.0 10.6 14.8 18.5 

RESIDENCE 

Nonfarm ............. 3.3 6.2 9.5 13.5 17.0 
White ............. 2.7 5.0 7.8 ll.1 14.1 
Nonwhite.. ........ 8.6 16.1 23.5 32.9 40.9 

F m  ................ 11.1 19.2 28.1 36.6 43.4 
White.. ........... 10.2 17.0 24.9 32.9 39.6 ........ Nonwhite.. 19.2 39.3 57.5 70.7 78.9 

RFGIONS 

Northeast.. ......... 2.2 3.9 5.9 9.0 12.0 
White ............. 2.1 3.7 5.5 8.2 10.8 
Nonwhite.. ........ 3.7 6.9 11.2 18.6 25.7 

North Central. ...... 3.0 5.8 8.9 12.9 16.3 
White ............. 2.8 5.5 8.5 12.2 15.2 
Nonwhite.. ........ 6.1 10.7 16.4 25.8 34.9 

South.. ............. 6.2 11.7 17.5 23.4 28.3 ............. White 4.7 8.7 13.5 18.2 22.3 ........ Nonwhite.. 13.9 27.0 37.8 49.7 58.4 
West ................ 3.0 4.8 7.8 11.0 14.4 
White ............. 3.0 4.7 7.5 10.7 14.0 
Nonwhite.. ........ 3.1 5.1 11.0 15.0 19.8 

Age of head.--Among the social and demo- 
graphic characteristics examined in this report, 
the age of the family head was one of those most 
closely associated with low income. The youngest 
and the oldest age groups had the largest propor- 
tion of low-income families, with low incomes 
having been found most frequently among families 
with a head 65 years of age or older. Nearly half 
of the families with an elderly head had an income 
of less than $3,000 in 1963. Almost one-third of 
all families headed by an individual between the 
ages of 14 and 24 had an income less than $3,000. 

One explanation for the predominance of low 
income among families with young or old heads lies 



i n  the  labor  force  status of t h e  heads o f  these 
fami l ies .  Heads 1 4  t o  24 years  old,  i f  they are 
not  still i n  school, are j u s t  en te r ing  t h e  labor  

fo rce  and have not f u l l y  developed t h e i r  earning 

Capacity. Most of t h e  family heads 65 and over, 
on t h e  o ther  hand, through voluntary o r  compulsory 

retirement, are out of t he  labor  f o r c e ;  the i r  de- 

pendency upon the f i x e d  (and reduced) incomes of 
S o c i a l  Secur i ty  o r  o ther  pensions, and, i n  many 

cases, publ ic  assistance, i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  ab- 

nO?TIallY high incidence of low income among e lder -  

l y  fami l ies .  

Type of family.--A family headed by a woman 
was t h r e e  times more l i k e l y  t o  be included i n  t h e  

low-income group than  was a family headed by a man. 
In 1963, t h e r e  were close t o  5 m i l l i o n  f a m i l i e s  

headed by a female, almost h a l f  of which had cash 

incomes under $3,000. On t h e  other hand, only 15 

percent  of f a m i l i e s  headed by a male were i n  t h e  

low-income category. 

Whether t h e  wife was o r  was not i n  t h e  pa id  

labor  force  made a s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  

incidence of l o w  income among husband-wif e fami- 

l i e s .  In 1950, about 23 percent  of husband-wife 

f a m i l i e s  had included a working wife ,  and 20 per-  

cent of f a n i l i e s  with working wives had incomes of 

l e s s  than  $3,000. By 1963, working wives were 
found i n  32 percent  o f  a l l  husband-wife f a m i l i e s ,  
and t h e  incidence of l o w  income among those fami- 
l i e s  had decl ined t o  8 percent  ( t a b l e  2 ) .  

An explanat ion f o r  the  high incidence o f  l o w  
income among f a m i l i e s  headed by females i s  found 

i n  t h e  labor  force status o f  t h e  female heads. 

Many can accept  no work o r  only part- t ime employ- 

ment because of family demands. Many of the posi-  

tions open t o  women are i n  low-paying occupations, 

and t h e r e  a re  often s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  i n  
pay rates  between men and women doing e s s e n t i a l l y  

t h e  same work. Furthermore, many widows who are 
family heads are simply t o o  o ld  t o  work and der ive  

a l l  o r  a l a r g e  p a r t  of t h e i r  income from S o c i a l  

Secur i ty  o r  o ther  insurance payments. 

Educational attainmentofhead.--The relation- 
s h i p  between education and l o w  income i s  s t r i k i n g .  

Seven m i l l i o n  f a m i l i e s  had heads who had completed 

fewer than  8 years  of school. Of these ,  44 percent  

received t o t a l  incomes i n  1963 of less  than $3,000, 

and 27 percent  received incomes under $2,000. 

Famil ies  with heads having more education are 
less  l i k e l y  t o  have low incomes, bu t  5 percent  of 

a l l  fami l ies  with heads who had completed 4 o r  more 
years  O f  co l lege  s t i l l  had t o t a l  money incomes of 

less  than $3,000 i n  1963. Approximately 50 per-  

cent of t h e s e  f a m i l i e s  had a head who was 1 4  t o  

3 

24 years  old o r  65 years  o l d  o r  over, ages a t  
which p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the labor  force  i s  minimal. 
It is  l i k e l y  that many heads of families 1 4  t o  
24 were s t i l l  a t tend ing  high school o r  co l lege  

and many 65 years  o ld  and over were l i v i n g  i n  
retirement. 

A family faced  a double handicap i f  i t s  head 

was both e l d e r l y  and poorly educated. Among fami- 

l i e s i n w h i c h  t h e  head had l e s s  than a grade school 

education, t h e  proport ionwithincomes below $3,000 

was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  higher  f o r  those  with heads 

65 and over (58 percen t )  than  f o r  a l l  families 
(44 percen t ) .  

C.--Lm-INCm FAMILIES mH OF INCCME 
I N  1963, AS PERCENT OF ALL FAMILIES, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL COM- 

Under 
$3,000 

18.5 

29.9 

(B) 
(B) 

42.6 
22.7 
22.8 
19.7 

12.9 

45.2 
23.0 
17.8 
8.8 
7.3 
3.5 

10.8 

30.2 
18.5 
11.0 
6.6 
6.3 
2.9 

11.9 

33.6 
15.1 
11.2 
5.6 
5.6 
1.9 

18.1 

39.3 
19.8 
12.2 
8.6 
3.9 
2J6 

45.1 

58.4 
43.4 
42.0 
31.7 
30.2 
17.4 

STATES 

Under 
$2,000 

10.6 

17.0 

(B) 
(B) 

25.3 
11.1 
14.4 
10.4 

7.0 

27.9 
11.2 
10.2 
4.0 
5.3 
1.4 

6.2 

18.1 
9.0 
7.0 
3.6 
3.8 
1.9 

6.2 

19.2 
7.4 
4.6 
3.2 
3.3 
0.6 

11.2 

25.6 
12.2 
6.8 
4.6 
1.7 
2.0 

26.2 

36.3 
24.7 
20.4 
17.7 
13.7 
10.6 

-ED AND AGE OF HEAD, FOR THE 

&, ,, of head 

Total.. .................... 
14 to 24 years. .............. 

Elementary: Less than 8 years... ............. 8 years 
High school: to years ........ 

4 years.. ........... 
to  years"""" 

4 years or more.. ... 
25 to 34 years ............... 

Less than years"' 
8years ............. 

High SC~OOI :  1 to 3 years........ 
&years ............. 

College: to years..,....- 
4 years or more.. ... 

............. 35 to 44 years.. 

Elemtan: Less than years.-. 
8 years.. ........... 

High school: 1 to 3 years.. ...... 
4years ............. 

College: to years 
........ 

Lyearsormore... .. 
45 to 54 years ............... 

Elementary: Less than years... 
8 years.. ........... 

High to years.-...-.. 
4 years.. ........... 

College: 1 to 3 years ........ 
4 years or more..... 

55 to 64 years ............... 
Elementary: ~ e s s  than 8 years.. . 

8 years.. ........... 
High school: to 

........ 
4 years............. 

to years.-...... 
4 years or more..... 

65 years and over ............ 
Elementary: Less than 8 years.. . 

8 years.. ........... 
High to years"""'. 

4 years.. ........... 
College: 1 to 3 years........ 

4 years or more..... 

B Base less than 200,000. 

UNITED 

Under 
$1,000 

3.8 

6.6 

(B) 
(B) 

3.7 
5.0 
2.3 

2.9 

7.5 
5.2 
4.2 
1.7 
3.3 
0.4 

2.9 

7.3 
3.0 
3.6 
2.0 1.9 

1.5 

2.8 

8.9 
2.8 
lS8 
1.6 
2.0 
0.6 

4.5 

9.1 
5.5 3.1 

2.0 
O e 5  
1.2 

6.0 

5.2 
4'4 
4.1 
4.3 
1.4 
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Even among heads with considerable  educa- The g r e a t e s t  incidence of low income was found 
t i o n ,  t h e r e  remains a d i f f e r e n t i a l  between t h e  among f a m i l i e s  headed by p r i v a t e  household workers 

1 e l d e r l y  and t h e  o ther  heads with r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  and farm l a b o r e r s ;  69 percent  of t h e  former and 65 
proport ion with a low family income. Seventeen percent  of t h e  l a t t e r  f a m i l i e s  had incomes below 
percent  of f a m i l i e s  with aged heads who completed $3,000 i n  1963. Forty-eight  percent  of t h e  fami- 
4 o r  more years  of co l lege  had incomes below l i e s  headed by a farmer o r  farmmanager had a n  
$3,000; of a l l  f a m i l i e s  with heads having more income below $3,000 i n  1963. 4 

than 4 years  of co l lege ,  only 5 percent  were below Famil ies  with heads who were profess iona l  and 
$3,000. t echnica l  workers, a group whose median income i s  

I 

Even when t h e  number of years  of school corn- f a i r l y  high, were not  absent  from t h e  ranks of t h e  
p l e t e d  i s  he ld  roughly constant ,  s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f -  low-income fami l ies .  About 3 percent  of a l l  such 
ferences i n  income between whites and nonwhites f a m i l i e s  had incomes under $3,000 i n  1963. 
p e r s i s t .  Twenty-seven percent  of nonwhite f a m i l i e s  The s teady decrease i n  t h e  farm populat ion of 
whose head years Of high had 

t h e  United S t a t e s  s ince  1947 has been accompanied 
i~-~comes under $3,000. Only 9 percent  of white 

by a significant decrease inthe proportion of fam- 
family heads with t h e  same education had incomes ilies headed by workers in the farm occupations~ 
below $3,000. 

Since 1950, t h e  proport ion of a l l  employed famil$+, 
~ ~ b l ~  D . - - ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~ O M E  pmXIES WITH SPECIFIED OF INCOME heads who were farmers o r  farm l a b o r e r s  was c u t  i n  \ 

IN 1963, AS PERCENT OF ATL FAMILIES, BY YEARS OF SCHOOL COM- half--from 12 percent  t o  6 percent .  Yet, i n  15163, 
PLETED AND COLOR OF HEAD, FOR THE UNITED STATES 

a s  i n  1950, about 30 percent  of low-income fami- 
under Under l i e s  with employed heads were headed by farmers  o r  

Color and education of head Under 
$1,000 $2,000 $3,000 farm l a b o r e r s  ( t a b l e  1) . 

Total.. ................... 3.8 10.6 18.5 Work experience of head.--An important eco- 

White.......... ............. 3.2 9.0 ,,., nomic f a c t o r  inde te rmin ing  t o t a l  family income was 

1 Elementary: Less than 8 years.. 7.3 23.7 39.3 whether t h e  family head worked i n  1963 and whether 
8 years............ 4.2 13.1 23.5 he o r  she w o r k e d a t a  f u l l - t i m e  o r  a part- t ime job. 

High school: 1 t o  3 years....... 3.1 7.6 14.5 For some f a m i l i e s ,  even f u l l - t i m e  work by t h e  head 
4 years ............ 1.9 4.7 8.9 

College: 1 t o  3 years.. ..... 2.3 4.9 8.2 f o r  50 t o  52 weeks was not  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  b r ing  t h e  
4 years or more.... 1.0 2.4 4.5 family income above t h e  $3,000 l e v e l .  Seven per-  

a 
1 Nonwhite..... ............... 9.2 25.5 43.1 c e n t o f t h e s e  s t i l l  received l e s s  than $3,000 t o t a l  

Elementary: Less than 8 years.. 13.3 38.7 59.2 income i n  1963. The income p o s i t i o n  of f a m i l i e s  
8 years............ 8.3 21.4 

High school: 1 t o  3 years....... 25.6 
42.3 with heads working a t  par t- t ime jobs was no t  sub- 

9.6 43.0 
4 years............ 5.0 12.3 26.6 s t a n t i a l l y  b e t t e r  than t h a t  of f a m i l i e s  with heads 

College: 1 t o  3 years ....... 6.5 14.7 
4 years or more.... 2.2 7.6 

29.4 who d id  no t  work a t  a l l  i n  1963--54 percent  of t h e  
I 10.3 

l a t t e r  compared with 49 percent  of t h e  former had 
incomes under $3,000 i n  1963. 

Labor f o r c e  s t a t u s  and occupation of head.-- Number of earners.--Of a l l  t h e  economic sub- 
Of t h e  37 m i l l i o n  f a m i l i e s  who had employed heads, 

groups of families shown in the tables of this re- ~ l1 percent reported incomes Of less than $39000 
por t ,  t h e  one having t h e  g r e a t e s t  incidence of low during 1963. Approximately 28 percent  of t h e  1.4 income was among families without an earner in the 

m i l l i o n  f a m i l i e s  with unemployed heads had incomes 
preceding year. A number of reasons may be sug- 

under $3,000. The g r e a t e s t  incidence of low i n -  
ges ted  f o r  t h e  absence of an earner .  The family 

come was found no t  among t h e  unemployed, however, member upon whom t h e  family is  l i k e l y  t o  depend 
but among those  f a m i l i e s  whose heads were not  i n  

may be too old or too or may be unable to t h e  c i v i l i a n  labor  f o r c e ,  l a r g e l y  t h e  young who 
work because of i n j u r y  or  s ickness;  t h e  dea th  of 

a r e  s t i l l  i n  school, t h e  r e t i r e d ,  and those  unable the principal earner deprives the family of an 
t o  work because of i l l n e s s ,  age, o r  family respon- earner  i f  t h e  o ther  family m F e r s  cannot assume 
s i b i l i t i e s .  Half of t h e  f a m i l i e s  i n  this category 

this duty; or the reason may be lack of motivation 
had a n  income under $3,000. 

because of heavy unemployment i n  a n  a r e a  o r  t h e  
If t h e  family head w a s i n t h e  labor  fo rce ,  h i s  l a c k  of c e r t a i n  s k i l l s  which a r e  necessary f o r  em- 

occupation then  became an important determinant of ployment. ' Whatever t h e  reason,  f a m i l i e s  without 
his  fami ly ' s  t o t a l  income. No occupational group 
was f r e e  of low-income f a m i l i e s ,  but  c e r t a i n  occu- I W. J. Cohen and E. Sullivan, "Poverty i n  the 
Pat ions accounted f o r  a d i spropor t iona te  share of United States ,"  Health, Education, and Welfare Indi- 
such fami l ies .  cators, February 1964, p. X. 



I an earner run a high r i s k  of being low-income fam- 
i l i e s .  In 1963, 76 percent of families without 
any earner had incomes under $3,000, 51 percent 
had incomes under $2,000, and 19 percent, under 
$1,000. 

Source of income.--Seventy-six percent of a l l  
families who had no earnings from employment i n  
1963, but depended only on other income, received 
l e s s  than $3,000. This proportion is contrasted 
with 14  percent both f o r  fami l ies  who depended 
en t i r e ly  on earnings and those who supplemented 
earnings from employment with income from other 
sources. Eight percent of a l l  U.S. families de- 
pended en t i r e ly  on income from sources other than 
earnings, whereas 32 percent o f t h e  low-income fam- 
i l i e s  were en t i r e ly  dependent on *other income." 

UNRELATED INDIVIDUALS WITH LOW INCOME 

Low-income unrelated individuals are  defined 
a s  those whose t o t a l  money income was under $1,500 
per year. The number of such individuals varied 
accordingtocer ta in  charac ter i s t ics ,  some of which 
a re  shown i n  t ab le  5. These var ia t ions  a re  s i m i -  
l a r ,  f o r  the  most pa r t ,  t o  those previously d i s -  
cussed f o r  heads of families.  

@ Half the  female unrelated individuals,  three- 
f i f t h s  of the  e lder ly  individuals, and two-thirds 
of the  unrelated individuals l iv ing  on farms r e -  
ceived l e s s  than $1,500 i n  1963. 

The white-nonwhite d i f f e r e n t i a l  was not  a s  
grea t  f o r  individuals a s  it was f o r  families.  Half 
of a l l  nonwhite individuals had incomes below 
$1,500, whereas two-fif ths of a l l  white individ- 
ua ls  were in t h i s  category. 

Of the  unrelated individuals who received no 
earned incomein1963, three-quarters received l e s s  
than $1,500, and half  received l e s s  than $1,000. 

RELATED REPOHTS 

Similar s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  a l l  families and un- 
r e l a t ed  individuals based on the  March 1964 survey 
were presented in Ser ies  P-60, No. 43. S t a t i s t i c s  
on low-income famil ies  i n  1959, by age, color,  
and sex of head, f o r  regions and Sta tes ,  a r e  pre-  
sented i n  1960 Census of Population, Supplemen- 
t a ry  Reports, 'Low Income Families: 1960 ," Ser ies  
PC(S1) -43. 

DEFINITIONS AND EXPLANAT IONS 

Population coverage.--This report  excludes 
i 1 ~ n ~ t e ~  of i n s t i t u t ions .  It includes only those 
members of t h e  Armed Forces l i v ing  off post  o r  with 

5 

t h e i r  fami l ies  on post; the  1964 survey included 
about 1,037,000 members, of whom 923,000 were fam- 
i l y  heads. 

Farm-nonfarm residence.--The farm population 
r e fe r s  t o  r u r a l  res idents  l i v ing  on farms. The 
methodof determining farm-nonfarm residence i n  the 
March 1964 survey and in the  Current Population 
Surveys since k r c h  1960 is  the  same a s  t h a t  used 
in the  1960 Census but d i f f e r s  from t h a t  used in 
e a r l i e r  surveys and censuses. Since March 1960 i n  
the  Current Population Surveys, farm residence has 
been determined by the  responses t o  two questions. 
Owners a r e  asked *Does t h i s  place have 10 o r  more 
acres?" and renters  a re  asked 'Does the  place you 
r e n t  have 10 or more acres?" I f  t he  response is 
*Yes," t he  respondent is asked "During the  pas t  12 
months, did sa l e s  of crops, l ivestock,  and other 
farm products from t h i s  place amount t o  $50 or 
more?. If  t he  acreage response i s  UNo,n the  in-  
quiry r e l a t e s  t o  sa l e s  of $250 o r  more. Rural per- 
sons i n  in s t i t u t ions ,  motels, and t o u r i s t  camps, 
and those l i v ing  on rented places where no land 
is used f o r  farming, a re  not c lass i f ied  a s  farm 
population. 

The nonfarm population, a s  t he  term i s  used 
here, comprises persons l iv ing  i n  urban areas and 
r u r a l  persons not  on farms. 

Family.--The term a s  used i n  t h i s  
report ,  r e f e r s  t o  a group of two or more persons 
re la ted  by blood, marriage, o r  adoption and res id-  
ing  together; a l l  such persons a re  considered a s  
members of the  same family. Thus, i f  the  son of 
the  head of t he  household and the  son's  wife a re  
i n  the  household, they a re  t rea ted  a s  pa r t  of t he  
head's family. On the  other hand, a lodger and 
h i s  wife not  re la ted  t o  the  head of the  household 
or an unrelated servant and h i s  wifeareconsidered 
as  addit ional  families,  and not  a s  p a r t  of the  
household head's family. 

Unrelated individual.--The term "unrelated 
individuals, ' '  a s  used i n  t h i s  report ,  r e f e r s  t o  
persons (other than inmates of i n s t i t u t ions )  who 
a re  not  l iv ing  with any re la t ives .  An unrelated 
individual may cons t i tu te  a one-person household 
by himself, or he may be pa r t  of a household in-  
cluding one or more other families or  unrelated 
individuals, o r  he may res ide  i n  group quarters 
such a s  a rooming house. Thus, a widow l iv ing  
by herself  or  with one or more other persons not  
re la ted  t o  her, a lodger not re la ted  t o  the  head 
of the  household o r  t o  anyone e l s e  i n  the  house- 
hold and a servant l iv ing  i n  an employer's house- 
hold with no r e l a t ives  a re  examples of unrelated 
individuals. A head of a household l i v ing  alone 
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o r  with n o n r e l a t i v e s  only i s  a primary ind iv idua l .  To ta l  money earnings.--These a r e  defined a s  
0 

An unre la ted  ind iv idua l  who i s  n o t  a household t h e  a lgebra ic  sum of money wages or  s a l a r y  and n e t  
head i s  a secondary ind iv idua l .  income from farm and nonfarm self-employment. 

Income.--For each person i n  t h e  sample 1 4  Income o ther  than  earnings.--This i s  defined 
years  o ld  and over, ques t ions  were asked on t h e  as t h e  a lgebra ic  sum of a l l  sources of money i n -  4 

amount of money income received i n  1963 from each Come except wages and s a l a r i e s  and income from 
of t h e  fol lowing sources: (1) Money wages or  sal- self-employment, s u c h a s S o c i a 1  Secur i ty ,  ve te rans '  d 

a r y ;  ( 2 )  n e t  income from nonfarm self-employment; payments, o r  o ther  government o r  p r i v a t e  pensions; * 
( 3 )  n e t  income from farm self-employment; ( 4 )  SO- i n t e r e s t ,  dividends,  and income from a n n u i t i e s ,  
c i a 1  Secur i ty ,  ve te rans1  payments, o r  o ther  gov- e s t a t e s ,  o r  t r u s t s ;  n e t  income from boarders  o r  

ernment o r  p r i v a t e  pensions; (5) i n t e r e s t  (on bonds lodgers  o r  from r e n t i n g  property t o  o thers ;  and 
or  s%vings), dividends,  and income from a n n u i t i e s ,  unemployment O r  s i c h e s s  b e n e f i t s ,  pub l ic  assist- 
es%ates, o r  t r u s t s ;  ( 6 )  n e t  income from boarders  ance, alimony, and o ther  kinds of per iod ic  income 

I 

l o r  lodgers ,  o r  from r e n t i n g  property t o  o thers ;  Other than earnings. 
( 7 )  a l l  o ther  sources such a s  unemployment bene- 
f i t s ,  publ ic  a s s i s t a n c e ,  alimony, e t c .  Tota l  money income.--This is  defined as t h e  

a lgebra ic  sum of money wages and s a l a r i e s ,  n e t  i n -  
The amounts received represen t  income before come from self-employment, and income o ther  than  

deduct ions f o r  personal  t axes ,  Soc ia l  Secur i ty ,  earnings. The t o t a l  income of a family i s  t h e  a l -  
bonds, e tc .  gebra ic  sum of t h e  amounts received by a l l  income 

r e c i p i e n t s  i n  t h e  family. 
Money wages o r  salary.--This  1s defined a s  

t h e  t o t a l  money earnings received f o r  work per-  Receipts  n o t  counted as income.--Receipts 
formed a s  a n  employee during t h e  calendar  year  from t h e  following sources were no t  included as 
1963. I t  inc ludes  wages, s a l a r y ,  Armed Forces income: ( 1 )  Money rece ived  from t h e  s a l e  of 
pay, comnissions, t i p s ,  p i e c e - r a t e  payments, and property,  such a s  s tocks,  bonds, a house, o r  a 
cash bonuses earned, before deductions were made c a r  (un less  t h e  person was engaged i n  t h e  busi-  
f o r  t axes ,  bonds, pensions, union dues, e t c .  n e s s  of s e l l i n g  such property,  i n  which c a s e  t h e  

n e t  proceeds would be counted as income from 
Net incomefromnonfarm self-employment.--This self-employment); ( 2 )  withdrawals of bank depos- 

i s  def ined  a s  n e t  money income ( g r o s s  r e c e i p t s  i t s ;  ( 3 )  money borrowed; ( 4 )  t a x  refunds;  (5)  
minus expenses) from h i s  own business ,  profes-  g i f t s ;  and ( 6 )  lump-sum inher i t ances  o r  insurance 
s i o n a l  e n t e r p r i s e ,  o r  par tnersh ip .  Gross r e c e i p t s  payments. 
include t h e  value of a l l  goods s o l d  and s e r v i c e s  1963 dollars.--The adjustment f o r  p r i c e  change 
rendered. Expenses inc lude  c o s t s  of goods pur- was made by convertia t h e  income d i s t r i b u t i o n  f o r  
chased, r e n t ,  hea t ,  l i g h t ,  power, depreciation f a m i l i e s  f o r  each year  1947 t h r o a h  1962 I n t o  1963 
charges, wages and s a l a r i e s  paid, business  t a x e s  dol lars  on t h e  basis  of t h e  change i n  t h e  Consumer 
(no t  personal  income t a x e s ) ,  e tc .  P r i c e  Index. The Consumer P r i c e  Index i s  a measure 

of changes i n  p r i c e s  of t h e  goods and s e r v i c e s  
Net income from farm self-emplOyment.--This bought by urban "wage earner  and c l e r i c a l  worker 

is  def ined  a s  n e t  money income (gross  r e c e i p t s  fami l ies , "  which represen t  about two-thirds  of a l l  
minus opera t ing  expenses) from t h e  operat ion of a persons l i v i n g  i n  urban p laces  andabout two-f i f ths  
farm by a Person on his Own account, a s  a n  owner, of t h e  t o t a l  U.S. population. The same index was 
r e n t e r ,  o r  sharecropper. Gross r e c e i p t s  inc lude  used f o r  a l l  groups of f a m i l i e s  because separa te  
t h e  value of a l l  products  so ld ,  government crop p r i c e  i n d i c e s  have no t  been developed f o r  f a m i l i e s  
loans ,  money received from t h e  r e n t a l  of farm i n  d i f f e r e n t  income c l a s s  i n t e r v a l s .  
equipment t o  o thers ,  and i n c i d e n t a l  r e c e i p t s  from 
t h e  s a l e  of wood, sand, g rave l ,  e tc .  Operating Head of family.--One person i n  each family 
expenses include c o s t  of feed,  f e r t i l i z e r ,  seed, was designated a s  t h e  head. The head of a family 
and o ther  farming suppl ies ,  cash wages paid t o  i s  usua l ly  t h e  person regarded a s  t h e  head by mem- 
farmhands, deprec ia t ion  charges, cash r e n t ,  i n t e r -  b e r s  of t h e  family. Women a r e  not  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  
e s t  on farm mortgages, farm bui ld ing  r e p a i r s ,  farm heads i f  t h e i r  husbands a r e  r e s i d e n t  members of 
t axes  ( n o t  p o l l  t a x e s  o r  personal  income t a x e s ) ,  t h e  family a t  t h e  time of t h e  survey. Married 
e t c .  The value of f u e l ,  food, o r  o ther  farm prod- couples r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  head of a family a r e  i n -  
u c t s  used f o r  family l i v i n g  i s  n o t  included a s  cluded i n  t h e  head 's  family and a r e  n o t  c l a s s i f i e d  
p a r t  of n e t  income. a s  separa te  fami l ies .  



S i z e  of family.--The term " s i z e  of familyn 
r e f e r s  t o  t h e  number of persons who a r e  l i v i n g  t o -  
ge ther  and who a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  each o ther  by blood, 
marriage, o r  adoption. 

Number of r e l a t e d  ch i ld ren  under 18  years  of 
age.--This number r e f e r s  t o  a l l  s i n g l e  (never mar- - 
r i e d )  persons i n  t h e  family under 1 8  years  o ld  
r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  head of t h e  fami ly  by blood, mar- 
r i a g e ,  o r  adoption. 

1 Number of earners .  --This number includes a l l  
persons i n  t h e  family with $1 o r  more i n  wages and 

I 
s a l a r i e s ,  o r  $1  o r  more o r  a l o s s  in  n e t  income 
from farm o r  nonfarm self-employment. 

Age.--The age c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  i s  based on t h e  
age o f t h e  person a t  h i s  l a s t  bir thday.  

Color. --The term "coloro r e f e r s  t o  t h e  d i v i -  - 
s i o n  of t h e  populat ion i n t o  two groups, white and 
nonwhite. The nonwhite group includes Negroes, In- 
dians,  Japanese, Chinese, and o ther  nonwhite races .  

Years of school completed.--Data on years  of 
school completed i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  were derived from 
t h e  combination of answers t o  quest ions concerning 
t h e  h ighes t  grade of school at tended by t h e  person 

*and whether o r  n o t  that grade was f in i shed .  The 
quest ions on educat ional  a t ta inment  apply only t o  
progress  i n  "regularf '  schools. Such schools  i n -  
c lude graded publ ic ,  p r i v a t e ,  and paroch ia l  e le -  
mentary and high schools  (both junior  and s e n i o r  
h igh) ,  co l leges ,  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  and profess iona l  
schools, whether day schools  o r  n i g h t  schools. 
Thus, r e g u l a r  schooling is  t h a t  which may advance 
a person toward an elementary school c e r t i f i c a t e  
o r  a high school diploma, o r a  col lege,  u n i v e r s i t y ,  
o r  p rofess iona l  school degree. Schooling i n  o ther  
than  r e g u l a r  schools  was counted only if  t h e  cred- 
i ts obtained were regarded a s  t r a n s f e r a b l e  t o  a 
school i n  t h e  r e g u l a r  school system. 

Employed.--Employed persons comprise those  
who, during t h e  survey week, were e i t h e r  (1) ' a t  
worku--those who d i d  any work f o r  pay o r  p r o f i t ,  
o r  worked without pay f o r  1 5  hours o r  more on a 
family farm o r  business;  o r  (2) .with a job bu t  
n o t  a t  workm--those who d i d  n o t  work and were no t  
looking f o r  work b u t  had a job o r  business  from 
which they  were temporari ly  absent  because of 
vacat ion,  i l l n e s s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  d i spu te ,  o r  bad 
weather, o r  because they  were tak ing  t h e  week of f  
f o r  var ious  o ther  reasons. 

Unemployed.--Unemployed persons include those  
@ w h o  d i d  n o t  work a t  a l l  during t h e  survey week and 

were looking f o r  work. Also included a s  unem- 

ployed a r e  those  who d id  no t  work a t  a l l  during 
t h e  survey week and (1)  were wait ing t o  be c a l l e d  
back t o  a job from which they had been l a i d  o f f ;  
o r  (2) were wait ing t o  r e p o r t  t o  a new wage o r  
s a l a r y  job scheduled t o  start within t h e  following 
30 days (and were no t  i n  school during t h e  survey 
week) ; o r  (3) would have been looking f o r  work ex- 
cept  t h a t  they were temporari ly  ill o r  bel ieved no 
work wqs a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e i r  l i n e  of work o r  i n  t h e  
c o m i t y .  

Not i n  l abor  force.--All  c i v i l i a n s  1 4  years  
old and over who a r e  no t  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  employed or  
unemployed a r e  def ined  a s  @ n o t  i n  l abor  force: 
These persons include those  "engaged i n  own home 
housework,. # i n  school ,"  f*unable t o  workB because 
of long-term phys ica l  o r  mental i l l n e s s ,  and 
"o ther , "  t h e  l a t t e r  group including f o r  t h e  most 
p a r t  r e t i r e d  persons, those  t o o  o l d  t o  work, se8- 
sonal  workers f o r  whom t h e  survey week f e l l  i n  an 
nof f f '  season, and t h e  v o l u n t a r i l y  i d l e .  Persons 
doing only i n c i d e n t a l  unpaid family work ( l e s s  
than 1 5  hours) a r e  a l s o  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  no t  i n  t h e  
l abor  fo rce .  In March 1964, persons at tending 
school during t h e  survey week who had new jobs t o  
which they  were scheduled t o  r e p o r t  wi th in  30 days 
were a l s o  included among those no t  i n  t h e  l abor  
fo rce .  

Occupation.--The d a t a  on occupat ionof  employ- 
ed persons r e f e r  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  job he ld  during 
t h e  survey week. Persons employed a t  two o r  more 
jobs were reported i n  t h e  job a t  which they  worked 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  number of hours during t h e  week. 
Persons who were unemployed during t h e  survey week 
a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  according t o  t h e i r  l a s t  c i v i l i a n  
job. 

Two of t h e  major occupation groups a r e  sub- 
divided by c l a s s  of worker i n t o  two groups: Wage 
o r  s a l a r y  workers and self-employed workers. The 
former r e f e r s  t o  persons working f o r  wages, s a l a -  
r i e s ,  c o m i s s i o n s ,  t i p s ,  pay * i n  kind," o r  a t  
p iece  r a t e s  f o r  a p r i v a t e  employer, o r  f o r  any 
governmental u n i t .  The l a t t e r  r e f e r s  t o  persons 
working i n t h e i r  own business ,  p rofess ion  o r  t r a d e ,  
f o r  p r o f i t  o r  f e e s .  Included i n  t h e  self-employed 
groups a r e  unpaid fami ly  workers, i .e. ,  persons 
working without pay i n  a business  operated by a 
member of t h e  household t o  whom they a r e  r e l a t e d  
by blood, marriage, o r  adoption. 

The occupation groupings used h e r e  a r e  mainly 
t h e  major groups used i n  t h e  1960 Census of Popu- 
l a t i o n .  The composition of t h e s e  groups is shown 
i n  Volume I, C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  Population, 
P a r t  1, United S t a t e s  Sumnary, chapter  D. The 
ca tegor ies  used a r e  e i t h e r  d e t a i l e d  c l a s s i f i c a -  
t i o n s  o r  combinations thereof .  
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Work experience in  1963.--A person with work 
* Nonworker.--A nonworker is one who did  not  do 

experience i n  1963 is  one who did any c iv i l i an  any c iv i l i an  work i n  1963. 
work f o r  pay o r  p r o f i t  o r  worked without pay on a 
family-operated farm o r  business a t  any time ciur- percentages.--Percentages a re  shown a s  calcu- 
ing t he  year, on a part-time or fu l l - t ime basis .  la ted;  therefore,  they do not always add up t o  

exactly 100.0 percent. The t o t a l s ,  however, a r e  
Part-time o r  fu l l - t ime jobs.--A person is always shown a s  100.0. 

c l a s s i f i ed  as  having worked a t  part-time jobs dur- 
ing 1963 i f  he worked a t  c iv i l i an  jobs which pro- Further definitions.--More extensive def in i -  
vided l e s s  than 35 hours of work per week i n  a t ions  of t he  terms used i n  t h i s  report ,  explana- 
majority of the  weeks i n  which he worked during t i ons  of collection and processing procedures, and 
the  year. He i s  c lass i f ied  a s  having worked a t  a statement on sampling va r i ab i l i t y ,  may be found 
fu l l - t ime jobs i f  he worked 35 hours or more per i n  the  introduction t o  Current Population Reports, 
week during a majority of the  weeks i n  which he Ser ies  P-60, No. 43, "Income of Families and Per- 
worked. sons i n  the  United States:  1963." 



9 

Table 1.--FAMILIES WITH INCOMES I N  1947, 1950, AND 1952 TO 1963 UNDER $3,000 ( I N  1963 DOLLARS), BY SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS, FOR THE UNITED STATES 

(Fami l i~s  as of the following year. This report excludes inmates of inst i tut ions.  It includes only those members of the Armed Forces living off past 
or with the i r  families on post; the 1964 survey included about 1,037,000 members) 

bkbjsct 1963 1962 1961 1960 1959 1958 1957 1956 1955 1954 1953 1952 1950 1947 

................... Number.. thousands.. 8,833 9,147 9,623 9,& 9,558 9,941 9,760 9,667 10,447 11,324 10,497 11,197 12,357 11,701 

REGIONS 

Fercent. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 (NA) (NA) (NA) ......................... 
Northeast ............................. 16.2 16.1 17.5 16.8 17.9 17.3 17.3 17.0 17.2 17.8 16.9 (NA) (NA) (NA) 
North Central ......................... 24.5 24.3 26.1 26.2 25.2 25.3 25.3 24.0 26.3 25.9 24.7 (NA) (NA) (NA) 
South ................................. 46.7 47.5 44.7 46.0 46.0 45.9 46.8 48.2 45.0 43.4 46.7 (NA) (NA) (NA) 
West.. 12.7 12.2 11.7 11.0 10.8 11.4 10.7 10.8 11.5 12.9 11.6 (NA) (NA) (NA) ................................ 

COLOR 

Percent... ...................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

White ................................. 76.6 78.2 78.6 78.8 78.4 79.0 78.9 79.0 80.4 82.0 81.6 78.0 83.0 81.6 
Nonwhite.. ............................ 23.4 21.8 21.4 21.2 21.6 21.0 21.1 21.0 19.6 18.0 18.4 22.0 17.0 18.4 

AGE OF HEAD 

Percent .......................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

1 4 t o 2 4 y e a r s  ........................ 9.4 8.4 8.0 8.0 7.7 8.0 6.4 6.3 6.9 6.9 6.6 7.4 6.9 7.0 
2 5 t o 3 4 y e a r s  ........................ 13.4 13.4 13.9 13.8 14.5 15.1 13.6 15.2 16.4 17.0 16.2 16.7 19.1 21.0 
3 5 t o 4 4 y e a r s  ........................ 13.9 14.7 14.7 14.2 14.8 15.0 14.7 15.2 15.4 17.7 17.7 17.0 18.0 19.0 
4 5 t 0 % y e m S  ........................ 13.3 14.1 14.1 16.0 16.0 17.1 17.6 17.2 16.3 14.9 14.6 16.1 17.0 16.5 
55to64yyears ........................ 15.2 14.9 15.8 16.7 15.3 14.4 16.4 16.4 16.2 16.5 16.6 16.8 16.8 15.8 
65yearsandover  ..................... 34.8 34.4 33.5 31.3 31.7 30.3 31.2 29.7 28.9 27.0 28.3 26.0 22.2 20.7 

TYPE OF FAMILY 

Percent ......................... - 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

llalehead ............................. 74.0 75.1 76.7 76.4 76.7 78.2 79.1 78.9 78.7 79.7 80.7 80.9 81.1 84.1 ............... Married,wifepresent 70.7 71.5 73.0 72.9 73.2 73.9 75.5 75.4 75.0 76.4 77.3 T1.2 77.7 80.3 .......... W i f e i n p a i d l a b o r f o r c e  12.2 12.4 2 13.1 12.2 13.0 12.7 12.3 11.4 10.8 10.7 15.0 12.9 (NA) ...... W i f e n o t i n p a i d l a b o r f o r c e  58.5 59.1 60.2 59.8 61.0 60.9 62.9 63.1 63.6 65.6 66.6 62.2 64.8 (NA) ................ 0 t h e r ~ a r i t a l s t a t u e  3.3 3.6 3.7 3.5 3.5 4.3 3.6 3.5 3.7 3.3 3.4 3.7 3.4 3.7 ........................... Femalehead 26.0 24.9 23.3 23.6 23.3 21.8 20.9 21.1 21.2 20.3 19.3 19.1 18.9 15.9 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS AND CCCUPATION 
GROUP OF HEAD 

Percent. ........................ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 (NA) 

Emplayed .............................. 46.6 48.6 49.8 51.9 50.1 53.3 53.3 57.1 59.4 59.1 61.2 64.2 68.1 (NA) 
Unemployed ............................ 4.5 6.2 5.7 6.8 5.8 6.4 7.1 4.3 (NA) 
rd i n  labor force1 .................. 48.9 45.2 44.6 41.3 44.0 40.3 39.6 38.6 2 $1: 3:::) 35'8 { 2:: (NA) 

Employed ....................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 (NA) 
P ro fe s s iona l , t e chn ica l ,&k ind .wkr s .  3.5 2.6 3.3 3.1 2.8 2.3 3.0 2.4 2.1 2.1 1.9 2.3 2.2 (NA) ....................... Self-employed 0.8 0.5 0.9 0.9 0.7 0.5 0.7 0.6 0.7 0.7 0.3 0.4 0.3 (NA) 

Salarled ............................ 2.7 2.1 2.3 2.1 2.1 1.8 2.3 1.9 1.5 1.4 1.6 1.8 1.8 (NA) 
Farmersandfarmmanagera ............. 21.2 20.2 22.8 25.4 27.3 26.8 29.5 30.5 31.4 31.3 34.1 25.1 24.4 (NA) 
M g r s . , o f f ' l s , & ~ r o P r ' s , e x c . f W m . . .  8.5 9.2 11.3 10.0 8.0 7.9 8.6 8.7 8.4 9.1 7.5 7.5 8.7 (NA) ....................... Self-employed 6.9 7.8 9.6 8.9 6.2 6.2 7.0 7.1 7.2 8.0 6.1 6.4 7.1 (NA) 

Salaried ............................ 1.6 1.4 1.6 1.1 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.6 1.2 1.0 1.4 1.1 1.5 (NA) 
.......... Clericelandkindredworkers 3.5 4.0 3.4 3.9 3.0 2.8 3.4 3.0 3.3 3.3 2.5 2.9 3.3 (NA) 

Salesworkers ......................... 2.6 4.2 3.8 3.2 2.9 3.0 2.7 2.3 2.6 3.3 3.3 2.5 2.9 (NA) 
C r a i t s n e n , i o r ? n s n , a n ~ k i n d l e d w ~ c r s . .  8.4 7.2 8.2 9.0 8.6 8.4 9.8 8.8 6.8 9.3 8.0 11.4 12.3 (NA) 
Operatives and kindred workers.. ...... 17.1 17.6 15.8 14.4 17.0 16.7 14.9 15.6 16.7 15.7 15.1 17.2 . 18.2 (NA) ............. Privatehouseholdworkers 4.6 5.6 5 4.4 3.4 3.6 3.7 3.5 3.2 3.1 2.7 2.5 2.3 (NA) 
Servloeworkers ,exc.privatehshld. . .  11.7 13.1 11.2 9.8 12.0 9.8 8.8 8.0 7.2 8.1 9.2 9.4 7.8 (NA) ............. Farmlaborersandforemeu 7.8 6.7 6.4 7.2 6.1 6.7 5.7 5.9 6.3 4.5 4.6 6.5 5.8 (NA) .......... Laborers ,exc. farmandmine 11.1 9.6 9.3 9.5 9.1 12.1 9.8 11.1 11.9 10.1 11.1 12.6 12.1 (NA) 

NUMBER OF EARNERS 

Percent .......................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 lOO.0 100.0 

oearners  ............................ 31.6 30.8 29.3 27.1 27.6 25.6 23.4 22.9 21.2 22.6 21.9 19.9 17.8 16.0 .............................. earner 44.5 45.9 46.8 46.6 47.1 48.6 51.0 51.0 52.6 55.7 53.5 55.7 56.6 64.9 
earners ............................. 20.2 18.8 a.1 2l.0 20.0 20.3 20.2 21.1 21.4 18.8 20.5 4 21.3 16.4 ..................... earnersormnre 3.7 4.5 3.8 5.2 5.2 5.5 5.5 4.9 4.8 2.9 4.1 4.0 4.3 2.7 

NA Not available. 
Includes members of the Armed Forces. 





Table 2.--AU FAMILIES AND THOSE WITH INCOMRS UNDER $3,000 (IN 1963 D3LI$RS), BY SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHARACTEILISTICS, FOR THE UNITED STATES, FOR SELECTED YEARS, 1947 TO 1963--Con. 

(Numbers in  thousands. Families as of the following year) 

1963 1962 1960 1956 1950 1947 

With incomes With incomes With incomes With incomes With incomes Wlth incomes 
under $3,000 under $3,000 under $3,000 under $3,000 under $3,000 under $3,000 

Subject All All - All  All A l l  Al l  
- 

fami- Percent fami- Percent fami- Percent fami- Percent fami- Percent fami- Percent 
l i e s  Number 0;:;: l i e s  Number 0;:;; Number 0;:;; Number o:~;;: l i e s  l i e s  l i e s  Number o;~;;; l i e s  ~a~~ O f a l l  

fami- 
l i e s  l i e s  l i e s  l i e s  l i e s  l i e s  

EDUCATION OF HEAD 

........ Elementary: Iess  than 8 years ZJ11 3,127 43.9 '7,688 '3,500 45.5 (NA) (NA) (NA) 9,600 4,179 43.5 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (W) (NA) 
8 years.. ................ 8,411 2,116 25.1 '8,591 '2,397 27.9 (NA) (NA) (NA) 7,972 2,191 27.5 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (M) ............. H l g h s c h w l : l t o 3 y e a r s  8,787 1,576 17.9 '8,575 '1,508 17.6 (NA) (NA) (NA) 8,185 1,497 18.3 (NA) (NA) (w) (NA) (M)  (NA) .................. 4years  U,386 1,352 10.1 11218L '1499 12.3 (NA) (NA) (NA) 10,474 1,209 11.5 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) ............. College: 1 t a 3 y e a r s  4,455 414 9.3 '4:305 i499 11.6 (NA) (NA) (NA) 3,289 393 11.9 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) .......... 4 years o r  more 5,286 248 4.7 '4,998 I220 4.4 (NA) (NA) (NA) 3,925 198 5.0 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 

EMPLOYMENT STATUS AND 
OCCUPATION OF HEAD 

................... Not i n  labor force2 8,757 4,268 48.8 8,352 4,076 48.8 7,667 3,879 50.6 6,687 3,591 53.7 5,970 3,683 61.7 (NA) (NA) (NA) .......................... Unemployed.. 1,427 398 27.9 1,713 605 35.3 2,283 639 28.0 1,094 398 36.4 568 300 52.8 (NA) (MA) (NA) .............................. Employed 37,252 4,167 11.2 36,933 4,466 12.1 35,485 4,926 13.9 35,664 5,678 15.9 33,284 8,374 25.2 (NA) (NA) (NA) 
Fmfessional,techn'l,&kind.wkrs.. 4,688 150 3.2 4,538 118 2.6 4,351 149 3.4 3,533 141 4.0 2,502 195 7.8 (NA) (NA) (NA) ..................... Self-employed 666 31 4.6 625 20 3.2 666 49 7.4 562 46 8.2 531 37 7.0 (NA) (NA) (NA) .......................... Salaried 4,022 119 2.8 3,913 98 2.5 3,685 100 2.7 2,971 95 3.2 1,971 158 8.0 (NA! (NA) (NA) ........... Farmers and farm managers 1,846 885 47.7 2,026 912 45.0 2,322 1,212 52.2 2,746 1,628 59.3 3,451 2,029 58.8 (NA (NA) (NA) 
&rs.,off' ls ,&praprls,exc.farm. 5,980 353 5.9 5,807 401 6.9 5,662 532 9.4 5,261, 595 11.3 4,735 801, 17.0 (NA) (NA) (NA) ..................... Self-employed 2,505 290 11.4 2,511 301 12.0 2,765 489 17.7 2,774 494 17.8 2,754 650 23.6 (NA) (NA) (NA) 

Salaried .......................... 3,475 63 1.8 3,296 99 3.0 2,897 43 1.5 2,490 100 4.0 1,981 154 7.8 (NA) (NA) (NA) 

Clerical and kindred workers... ..... 2,881 147 5.1 2,773 197 7.1 2,761 2% 7.4 2,562 197 7.7 2,139 306 14.3 (NA) (NA) (NA) 
Sales workers ....................... 1,984 107 5.4 2,041 204 10.0 2,095 199 9.5 1,960 104 5.3 1,722 303 17.6 (NA) (NA) (NA) 
Craftsmn,foremen,&kindredwkrs.. 7,102 361 5.0 7,192 386 5.4 6,863 419 6.1 7,251 500 6.9 6,812 1,001 14.7 (NA) (NA) (NA) 
Operatives and kindred workers. ..... 7,430 7 l l  9.5 7,124 705 9.9 6,477 702 10.8 7,174 895 12.5 6,872 1,487 21.6 (NA) (NA) (NA) ........... Riva te  busehold workers 285 197 69.0 337 246 73.0 287 218 76.0 278 194 69.8 256 200 78.1 (NA) (NA) (NA) 
Service workers, exc. private hshld. 2,7l2 483 17.8 2,701 588 21.8 2,286 496 21.7 2,163 411 19.0 1,911 604 31.6 (NA) (NA) (NA) 
Farm laborers and foremen ........... 494 320 64.8 523 288 55.1 590 330 55.9 490 300 61.2 613 459 74.9 (NA) (NA) (NA) 
Laborers, exc. farm and mine ........ 1,850 453 24.4 1,871 421 22.5 1,791 465 26.0 2,243 713 31.8 2,271 936 43.4 (NA) (NA) (NA) 

NUMBER OF EI\RNERS 

No earners ............................ 3,687 2,791 75.7 3,761 2,832 75.3 3,306 2,701, 81.8 2,614 2,211 84.6 2,619 2,315 88.4 2,236 1,829 81.8 
1 earner.... .......................... 20,838 3,917 18.8 21,094 4,209 20.0 21,077 4,441 21.1 21,091 4,874 23.1 21,645 6,854 31.7 21,889 7,562 34.5 ............................. 2earne r s  17,308 1,800 10.4 17,001 1,700 10.0 16,224 1,898 11.7 15,384 2,077 13.5 12,122 2,683 22.1 9,855 2,010 20.4 
3 earners or  more... .................. 5,603 325 5.8 5,142 406 7.9 4,828 401 8.3 4,356 505 11.6 3,436 505 14.7 3,300 300 9.1 

WORK EWWIENCE OF HEAD3 

Worked...,.........,.................. 39,933 5,051 12.6 39,690 5,398 13.6 38,820 5,668 14.6 37,667 6,392 17.0 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 
Worked at full-time jobs............ 37,163 3,699 10.0 36,763 4,031 11.0 35,912 4,165 11.6 35,295 5,009 14.2 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 

50 to 52 weelrs.................... 30,027 2,072 6.9 29,232 2,572 8.8 28,033 2,523 9.0 28,232 3 4 4 4  12.2 (NA) (NA) (W)  (NA) (NA) (NA) 
Worked a t  part-time jobs ............ 2,770 1,353 48.9 2,927 1,367 46.7 2,908 1,503 51.7 2,372 1,383 58.3 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (MA) (NA) .......................... Did not work 6,580 3,566 54.2 6,368 3,528 55.4 5,607 3,291 58.7 4,996 3,132 62.7 (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA) 

NA Not available, 
1961 income data. 
Includes lnembers of the Armed Forces. 
Exol~ldes members of the Armed Forces. 





• Table 4..EGON@MIC CHARACTWISTICS OF ALL FAMILIES AND THaSE a krITH INCOm UNDW $3. 000 IN 1963. FOR TIE UNIm STATES 

(Families as  of March 1964) 

Subject 

............................................ Total 

ENFTOYMENT STATUS AND OCCUPATION 
OF HEAD 

............................................... anployed 
Unemployed ............................................. 
Not in labor force1 .................................... 

........................................... mployed 

........... Professional. technical. and kindred workers 
Self .employed ........................................ 
Salaried ............................................. 

.............................. Farmers and farm managers 
ex.. ........ Managers. officials.  and proprietors. farm 

Self-employed ........................................ 
Salaried ............................................. 

........................... Clerical and kindred workers 
Sales workers .......................................... ................ Craftsmen. foremen. and kindred workers ......................... Operatives and kindred workers 

.............................. Private household workers 
ex.. ................ Service workers. private household .............................. Farm laborers and foremen 

ex.. ........................... Laborers. farm and mine 

m w  OF FARNER? 

............................................. No earners ............................................... 1 earner 
2 earners.............................................. 
3 earners 0. more ...................................... 

SOURCE OF I N W  

Earnings only .......................................... ................ Earnings and income other than earnings ......................... .... Other income only inccrme 

WOEm EXPERIENCE OF HEAt? 

................................................. Worked 
Worked a t  full-time jobs ............................. 

50 t o  52 weeks ..................................... 
Worked a t  part-time jobs ............................. 

Md not work ........................................... 
Includes h e r s  of the Armed Forces . 
Eccludes members of the Armed Forces . 

Under 
$3. 000 

18.5 

11.2 
27.9 
48.8 

11.2 

3.2 
4.6 
2.8 

47.7 
5.9 

11.4 
1.8 

5.1 
5.4 
5.0 
9.5 

69.0 
17.8 
€4.8 
24.4 

75.7 
18.8 
10.4 
5.8 

14.1 
13.5 
75.7 

12.6 
10.0 
6.9 

48.9 
54.2 

Al l  
families 

(thousands) 

47. 436 

37. 252 
1. 427 
8. 757 

37. 252 

4. 688 
666 

4. 022 

1. 846 
5. 980 
2. 505 
3. 475 

2. 881 
1. 9% 
7. 102 
7. 430 

285 
2. 712 

494 
1. 850 

3. 687 
20. 838 
17. 308 

5. 603 

20. 830 
22. 919 
3. 687 

39. 933 
37. 163 
30. 027 
2. 770 
6. 580 

A l l  
families 

100.0 

78.5 
3.0 

18.5 

100.0 

12.6 
1.8 

10.8 

5.0 
16.0 
6.7 
9.3 

7.7 
5.3 

19.1 
19.9 

0.8 
7.3 
1.3 
5.0 

7.8 
43.9 
36.5 
11.8 

43.9 
48.3 
7.8 

85.9 
79.9 
64.7 
6.0 

14.1 

0 

3.8 

2.2 
5.6 

10.2 

2.2 

0.5 
0.4 
0.5 

15.0 
1.7 
3.5 
0.3 

0.7 
0.9 
0.6 
1.0 

19.7 
3.6 

10.9 
2.8 

18.6 
3.8 
1.6 
0.8 

3.3 
1.8 

18.6 

2.4 
1.8 
1.2 

11.0 
11.4 

Percent distribution Percent 

Under 
$1. 500 

7.0 

3.8 
10.0 
19.9 

3.8 

0.9 
0.8 
0.9 

23.9 
2.3 
4.7 
0.4 

1.2 
1.5 
1.1 
2.1 

36.4 
5.1 

24.9 
7.6 

33.9 
6.8 
3.3 
1.6 

5.4 
4.1 

33.9 

4.4 
3.2 
2.2 

21.9 
21.9 

Under 
$3. 000 

100.0 

46.6 
4.5 

48.9 

100.0 

3.5 
0.8 
2.7 

21.2 
8.5 
6.9 
1.6 

3.5 
2.6 
8.4 

17.1 

4.7 
11.7 
7.8 
11.1 

31.6 
44.5 
20.2 
3.7 

33.2 
35.2 
31.6 

58.5 
42.7 
24.4 
15.8 
41.4 

Under 
$1. 000 

100.0 

45.0 
4.4 

50.6 

100.0 

2.6 
0.3 
2.3 

34.2 
12.4 
11.1 
1.3 

2.6 
2.3 
5.1 
8.9 

6.8 
11.9 
6.8 
6.6 

38.3 
44.2 
15.1 
2.4 

38.2 
23.5 
38.3 

56.1 
38.1 
22.0 
18.0 
44.0 

with 

Under 
$2. 000 

10.6 

5.9 
15.2 
30.0 

5.9 

1.6 
2.5 
1.4 

33.5 
3.2 
6.6 
0.5 

2.4 
2.4 
2.0 
3.8 

49.3 
7.9 

42.1 
11.6 

50.9 
10.2 

5.2 
2.8 

7.6 
6.9 

50.5 

6.8 
5.1 
3.4 

31.0 
33.6 

incomes.. 

Under 
$2. 500 

14.8 

8.5 
23.1 
40.7 

8.5 

2.5 
4.2 
2.1 

41.9 
4.3 
8.5 
1.1 

3.6 
3.5 
3.3 
6.4 

61.3 
12.8 
53.0 
18.6 

65.8 
M.7 
7.7 
4.3 

10.8 
10.4 
65.8 

9.8 
7.6 
5.1 

40.7 
45.2 

incomes.. 

Under 
$2. 500 

100.0 

44.3 
4.7 

51.0 

100.0 

3.5 
0.9 
2.6 

24.6 
8.1 
6.8 
1.3 

3.2 
2.2 
7.1 

15.2 

5.4 
11.1 
8.4 
11.1 

34.4 
43.6 
18.7 
3.4 

31.8 
33.9 
34.4 

56.8 
40.3 
22.7 
16.5 
43.2 

Families 

Under 
$1. 500 

100.0 

42.4 
4.3 

53.3 

100.0 

2.8 
0.4 
2.4 

31.2 
9.5 
8.5 
1.0 

2.5 
2.2 
5.2 

10.9 

7.2 
9.8 
8.8 

10.1 

37.8 
42.8 
16.8 

2.6 

33.7 
28.5 
37.8 

55.1 
36.1 
20.6 
19.0 
44.9 

with 

Under 
$2. 000 

100.0 

43.0 
4.3 

52.7 

100.0 

3.3 
0.8 
2.5 

28.2 
8.6 
7.7 
0.9 

3.1 
2.2 
6.2 

12.8 

6.3 
9.8 
9.6 

10.0 

37.2 
42.4 
17.4 
3.0 

31.2 
31.5 
37.2 

55.1 
37.6 
21.0 
17.5 
44.9 




